Forever-Family Fellowship
We will teach and practice truth-
and-love relationships with
brothers-sisters in Christ that
must survive/thrive in the
present because we believe that
these relationships will last
forever

All-Week-Long Worship

As the local body of believers
gathers each Sunday for worship,
we will inspire a worship
experience for all age groups
that will travel with you all week
long. What we do on Sunday will
assist you in your singing, in your
praying, in your devotion, and in
your witness.

Conversely, it is as you worship all-
week-long that you will be
prepared to enter into gathered
worship on Sunday.

Day-to-Day Discipleship

As followers of Christ, we are
disciples every single day. Respect
for and commitment to Scripture is
essential. We will show you how
to interact with and respond to
God's Word, both as individuals,
and in groups.

Moment-by-Moment
Mission

God, the Architect of the world and
of our lives arranges appointments
and interruptions. Each of us is
called to represent His Son for the
glory of His Name. We will
cultivate a mind-set for moment-
by-moment mission, whether
close to home, or far away.

On the Same Page

Prov. 20:12 The hearing ear and the seeing eye,
The LORD has made both of them.

The Teacher with Her Back to the Class

There was a time when the classroom teacher would stand
with her back to the class as she wrote instructions or
examples on the blackboard, with chalk. Then came
overhead projectors and other devices which allowed her
to face the front, none of which makes sense of the
phrase, “she has eyes in the back of her head.”

Somehow, even though the teacher had her back to the
class, she had a keen awareness of what was going on
behind her. She could even call out the offending party,
though if most of the class was misbehaving, most any
name she called out would have applied. Also, she knew
which characters were most likely to be on the “guilty” list.

But the teacher with her back to the class reminds me of
God personally involved in Moses’ discipleship as He
showed him His glory. The passage is found in Exodus 33.
Moses demands to see God’s glory, and God devises a way
in which Moses might see some, but not all, of this glory;
since mortal men cannot weather the full force. God will
place Moses in the cleft of the rock and allow him to “see
My back.” I take this to mean that Moses was allowed to
see the afterglow of the glory of God, a measure that
Moses could endure and appreciate as a mere man.

Though God’s back was toward Moses, God knew Moses
intimately, inside and out. He knew where He came from
and where He would end up. He knew Moses from
eternity past and will know him for all eternity forever and
ever. The Teacher with His back to the class faces no loss
of knowledge. But what about the student?

What did Moses gain from the experience? I'm sure He
was amazed. It was a sight and an experience that He




would remember forever. But how was Moses changed by it? What did he actually gain
from it?

It seems that the greater, indelible mark on Moses is described in the next chapter,
Exodus 34: “The LORD descended in the cloud and stood there with bhim as be called upon the
name of the LORD. Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the
LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;
who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by
no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the
grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.” (Exodus 34:5—7 NAS95)

That is, God reveals Himself most remarkably; not through experiences of the eye gate,
but rather through hearing in one’s ears the very Word of God by which we are informed
of the mysteries of God, not least that God shows mercy and judgment at the same time.
We are led to fear and obedience as we hear His words, for which we are better suited

than seeing Him. God’s Word outshines the signs and visions that we seek with our eyes.
And so we ask, “What has God said?” rather than “What does God look like?”

An Exposition of Psalm 130 by John Owen

Your state is not at all to be measured by the opposition that sin makes to
you, but by the opposition you make to it.

Notes:
Sunday School classes for youth and adults meet each Sunday, 10 a.m.

Men of Action breakfast and meeting this next Saturday, May 31, 8 a.m.

Sunday, June 1, we will observe Lord’s Table in the morning service. American
House service is at 3 p.m. This week also, please pray for Pastor Steve as he
speaks at a memorial service between worship and American House at 2 p.m.

Weekly Worship @ 11:00 a.m.

This Sunday, June 1, we listen in on another Gospel Conversation between Jesus and
Peter as Jesus asks, “Do you love Me?” (John 21:15-17).

Last Sunday, May 25 we concluded our late Spring sermon series on “Reviving” with
references to“Dead Stones and Living Souls.” We found that, if God is the author of
life, He can create life anytime, anywhere. Listen to the message here

Next Sunday, June 8, we being our summer study of “Joseph” (Genesis 37-50)
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