Forever-Family Fellowship
We will teach and practice truth-
and-love relationships with
brothers-sisters in Christ that
must survive/thrive in the
present because we believe that
these relationships will last
forever

All-Week-Long Worship

As the local body of believers
gathers each Sunday for worship,
we will inspire a worship
experience for all age groups
that will travel with you all week
long. What we do on Sunday will
assist you in your singing, in your
praying, in your devotion, and in
your witness.

Conversely, it is as you worship all-
week-long that you will be
prepared to enter into gathered
worship on Sunday.

Day-to-Day Discipleship

As followers of Christ, we are
disciples every single day. Respect
for and commitment to Scripture is
essential. We will show you how
to interact with and respond to
God's Word, both as individuals,
and in groups.

Moment-by-Moment
Mission

God, the Architect of the world and
of our lives arranges appointments
and interruptions. Each of us is
called to represent His Son for the
glory of His Name. We will
cultivate a mind-set for moment-
by-moment mission, whether
close to home, or far away.

On the Same Page

“You were tired out by the length of your road, Yez you
did not say, ‘It is hopeless.’ You found renewed
strength, Therefore you did not faint.”

(Isaiah 57:10 NAS93)

Hopeless

Faith, love and hope are to be consistent features of the
Christian’s stability, the three-legged stool on which we sit.
The funny thing about a three-legged stool is that if you
remove but one of its legs, stability evaporates.

So how many Christians have lost hope? How many
have become hopeless? Let’s think how this might happen:

The Christian life is to be one of progressive
sanctification. We are to become more holy in our
practice. We are to become more Christ-like. This involves
some rather sticky areas, not necessarily tied to the most
notorious sins. One would be the practice of prayer in
such a way that it is a primary practice and response in our
lives that can easily lay claim to large swaths of time. But
in our culture, time is tracked and allotted in very secular
ways, often pushing prayer to the edges. Few of us are
aligned with Martin Luther who said that he had so much
to do in a day, he must get up earlier to pray. Have you
become hopeless about ever becoming a prayer
warrior? If so, your stool is listing heavily to one side.

There is also the problem of our guilty conscience
concerning witness. The solution is not to get rid of the
guilty conscience. The solution is that we should actually
delight in speaking of Jesus to those who do not now know
Him. But we don’t want to offend people. We are afraid.
We lack confidence. And the excuses go on. Have you
resigned yourself to living for the rest of your life
with a guilty conscience regarding boldness for
Jesus? That would be an example of living a hopeless life.

And then there is the problem of continued struggle with
sin. We know those things that are outside the will of



God, unless we are in full delusion. But somehow; we fall back into the same patterns
again and again. There is a part of our souls that loves to wallow in that stuff, whether it
is an attitude or an action. In the prophet Jeremiah, he informs that people that God is
planning calamity on them for their continued sin unless they repent and forsake. This is
what they reply: Jer. 18:12 “But they will say, ‘It’s hopeless! For we are going to follow
our own plans, and each of us will act according to the stubbornness of his evil heart.”
Does that fit your condition? Let’s do something about that!

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we cannot lose hope. Faith, love and hope go
together. Even isolated hopelessness, whether in lack of Christian virtues or in the
lingering presence of sin, is not an option. Ceasing to struggle in these areas, and others,
is a crisis of faith. And so I take heart in Isaiah’s words (the happy prophet, as opposed
to anguished Jeremiah). He also faced sin and sinners, but gives this word of hope:

Is.57:10  “You were tired out by the length of your road,
Tet you did not say, ‘It is hopeless.’
You found renewed strength,
Therefore you did not faint.

100 Days to a Healthier Church by Karl Vaters

After all, the church is not called to sell a product, make money, or build
a bigger customer base. We’re called to love God, love others, and
disciple believers who make other disciples.

Notes:
Sunday School classes for youth and adults meet each Sunday, 10 a.m.

Next Sunday, May 235, is Memorial Day weekend, a great time for an outdoor
breakfast (10) and an outdoor church service (x11), weather permitting.

Weekly Worship @ 11:00 a.m.

This Sunday, May 18, we take a sample from a passage of Scripture that has the most
frequent appeals to “reviving” of anywhere in the Bible: Psalm 119. We will look at four
instance of this idea, with four points for application. Let’s call this “Crying for
Revival,” (Psalm 119:145-160)

Last Sunday, May 11 we celebrated the Lord’s Day and Mother's Day together as we
returned to our late Spring series on “Reviving” and listened to an amazing story from 2
Kings 4:8-37, “The Prophet’s Prayer and Devotion.” What God was able to do then,
He is able to do for us today. Listen to the message here
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