Forever-Family Fellowship
We will teach and practice truth-
and-love relationships with
brothers-sisters in Christ that
must survive/thrive in the
present because we believe that
these relationships will last
forever

All-Week-Long Worship

As the local body of believers
gathers each Sunday for worship,
we will inspire a worship
experience for all age groups
that will travel with you all week
long. What we do on Sunday will
assist you in your singing, in your
praying, in your devotion, and in
your witness.

Conversely, it is as you worship all-
week-long that you will be
prepared to enter into gathered
worship on Sunday.

Day-to-Day Discipleship

As followers of Christ, we are
disciples every single day. Respect
for and commitment to Scripture is
essential. We will show you how
to interact with and respond to
God's Word, both as individuals,
and in groups.

Moment-by-Moment
Mission

God, the Architect of the world and
of our lives arranges appointments
and interruptions. Each of us is
called to represent His Son for the
glory of His Name. We will
cultivate a mind-set for moment-
by-moment mission, whether
close to home, or far away.

On the Same Page

“For the churning of milk produces butter,
And pressing the nose brings forth blood;

So the churning of anger produces strife.”
(Proverbs 30:33 NAS9s)

Don’t Cut Off your Nose to Spite your Face

Spurgeon, in the voice of John Ploughman, says” Anger is a short
madness. The less we do when we go mad the better for
everybody, and the less we go mad the better for ourselves. He is
far gone who hurts himself to wreak his vengeance on others. The
old saying is, ‘Don’t cut off your head because it aches,” and other
says, ‘Set not your house on fire to spite the moon.™

This little chapter on Anger in “John Ploughman’s Pictures” says
it better than I can, so here are some more quotes:

* “Do nothing when you are out of temper, and then you will
have the less to undo.”

* “Let a hasty man’s passion be a warning to you; if he scalds you,
take heed that you do not let your own pot boil over.”

* “He who cannot curb his temper carries gunpowder in his
bosom, and he is neither safe for himself nor his neighbors.”

* “When passion comes in at the door, what little sense there is
indoors flies out of the window.”

* “Anger does a man more hurt than that which made him angry.
It opens his mouth, and shuts his eyes, and fires his heart, and
drowns his sense, and makes his wisdom folly.”

From whence does anger come? Those who are angry are quick to
blame others. “You make me so mad!” But that is not the truth, is
it? Anger is our response to the situation, but anger is not a
necessary response. A person could just as soon respond with
patience, or a desire to see whether one’s own self has
contributed to the problem, or with an attitude that you would
like to help the person who is in the wrong. Anger does none of
those things.

So again, from whence does anger come? Do you remember that
Jesus Himself already answered that question?
Mark 7:20 And He was saying, “That which proceeds out of the
man, that is what defiles the man. 2t “For from within, out of
the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications,
thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 deeds of coveting #nd wickedness,



as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride @nd foolishness. 23 “All these evil things proceed from
within and defile the man.”

You might argue that you do not see “anger” in this 13-fold list, though I might find it in the entries
“evil thoughts” and “murders” (since, when one is angry, we often think that we would be better off if
the other person were absent). But let’s compare this list, “which proceeds out of the man,” to the
“works of the flesh” in Galatians §:

Gal. 5:19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 2
envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have
torewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Spurgeon says, “A hot-tempered man would be all the better for a new heart, and right spirit.” That fits
the Matthew text well. To accord with the second text, we might say that the angry person needs the
Lord. Why? Because merely trying harder not to be angry will never work. We cannot change
our own hearts, and we cannot conjure up the Spirit. They are both given by Christ to those who have
given up on self-salvation and come to Him for the only real help available.

"We live in a society whose whole policy is to excite every nerve in the human
body and keep it at the highest pitch of artificial tension, to strain every
human desire to the limit and to create as many new desires and synthetic
passions as possible, in order to cater to them with the products of our
factories and printing presses and movie studios and all the rest."

—Thomas Merton

Notes:

Sunday school classes for adults and youth meet each week at 10 a.m.

Ladies Bible Study meets on Tuesdays, 10 a.m. with a study of Ezra and Nehemiah
Men of Action breakfast/meeting, Saturday, January 25, 8 a.m.

Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 26

Weekly Worship @ 11:00 a.m.

Last Sunday, January 12, we began a Winter sermon series on the 3-chapter letter from Paul
to Titus. In this first message, we found what is different about this young man, Titus; what is
different about this place called Crete; and what is the same for believers everywhere and all the
time, in a message “A Distinctive Man in a Strange Place with a Solid Message” (Titus
1:1-4). Listen to the message here

This Sunday, January 19, we will continue on to the passage which describes the
qualifications for elder or overseer, which are also qualities to which we should always aspire.
This message, “Character Matters,” is based on Titus 1:5-9.
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