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Forever-Family Fellowship
We will teach and practice truth-
and-love relationships with
brothers-sisters in Christ that
must survive/thrive in the
present because we believe that
these relationships will last
forever

All-Week-Long Worship

As the local body of believers
gathers each Sunday for worship,
we will inspire a worship
experience for all age groups
that will travel with you all week
long. What we do on Sunday will
assist you in your singing, in your
praying, in your devotion, and in
your witness.

Conversely, it is as you worship all-
week-long that you will be
prepared to enter into gathered
worship on Sunday.

Day-to-Day Discipleship

As followers of Christ, we are
disciples every single day. Respect
for and commitment to Scripture is
essential. We will show you how
to interact with and respond to
God's Word, both as individuals,
and in groups.

Moment-by-Moment
Mission

God, the Architect of the world and
of our lives arranges appointments
and interruptions. Each of us is
called to represent His Son for the
glory of His Name. We will
cultivate a mind-set for moment-
by-moment mission, whether
close to home, or far away.

On the Same Page

“The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of
wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and

strength, The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
LORD.” (Isaiah 11:2 NAS95)

If your Thoughts only Flow by Drops, You Can’t
Pour them out in Bucketfuls

There is a book called Jobn Ploughman’ Pictures published back in the
1890’s, or about the time my Grandpa Swayze was born. It was written
by C.H. Spurgeon and was part of Moody’s Colportage Library.
Spurgeon was a great English preacher, and a fitting contributor to the
library:.

Most of the books in the collection were more serious, but Spurgeon
contributed two books in the voice of John Ploughman who was a
simple farmer who had good common sense. Spurgeon would fill these
chapters with figures of speech and come to the point that he desired.

The title above is one of these little phrases in the chapter, “If the Cap
Fits, Wear It.” The title in itself is a wonderful piece of wisdom, in that
we tend to go around fitting caps to other people’s heads other than
our own. In the story, there was a rather foolish man who thought if he
overheard something, it must be about him. He wasn’t too bright, and
so the phrase in our title above: If your thoughts only flow by drops,
you can’t pour them out by the bucketfuls.

I remember in seminary having to write long papers for several classes.
I often had the sense that I was writing more words than there was
knowledge in my head. I still have that sense when someone asks for a
sudden bit of advice, and I have to say something on the spot.

Good talkers and good thinkers are two separate things. Yes, they can
rarely be combined in one person, but you should not assume that it is
so. The number of good talkers far outnumbers the number of good
thinkers.

Have you had the experience of noticing that some of the people who
speak least seem to have had the most to say? I can think of a
gentleman in our church that fits the category, and one of the early
board members during the time on the Lake Ann Board. They could go
a whole meeting with hardly saying a word, but when they did speak,
everyone listened. Why? Because they had been thinking. Their words
would seem to be only drops, pregnant with meaning, but it was
because of the bucketfuls in their minds.

But we have also been in the presence of the person who continually
chatters and says nothing, or nothing of value, or nothing true. It is as
though they just cannot handle a moment of silence, so on they go,



driving those around to seek shelter by suddenly remembering they had an urgent appointment.

Just as Spurgeon could steer his character, John Ploughman, to a point worth making, let me try and do
the same.

Jesus, who took on human flesh and was born as a baby has always existed as the eternal Son of God.
On earth, He came to live in perfect righteousness, fulfilling the Law at every point, and thus being in a
position to offer for us the perfect and blameless sacrifice for our sins. That blamelessness extended to
His words, all of them.

Jesus never wasted a word. He never spoke an unthought word. He may have been misunderstood, but
the failure was on the part of the listener, not the Speaker. His words were backed by bucketfuls of
wisdom and knowledge, more than the hearer could ascertain. In fact, we seek to read them and hear
them over and over, so that we might glean more of the intended meaning. And we never get to the
bottom.

On the other hand, as I think back over my own words, so many are wasted, so many wrongheaded, so
many for the wrong reason. And that’s why we need a Savior - someone to do well what we so often do
so poorly. Perhaps I could say along with Spurgeon, if the cap fits, wear it.

What's Best Next by Matthew, Aaron Perman and John Piper

The center of your life is your source of guidance, security, and meaning. To
be God-centered, then, is to make God the source of your guidance, security,
and meaning. It is to put him first in your life, to regard him as more
important than anything else, to make his glory the chief aim of your life, to
do everything you do to please and honor him, and to live your life in
relationship with him.

Notes:
Sunday school classes for adults and youth meet each week at 10 a.m.
Lunch and Memorial Service for Shelley Rogers, Sunday, Jan 5, noon and 1 p.m.

American House Service, Sunday, January 5, 3 p.m.

Weekly Worship @ 11:00 a.m.

Last Sunday, December 22, our third Christmas message explored surprise pregnancy
announcements in the Bible, especially those announced by angels. These early Angelic
Annunciations help us to see all that is happening in the birth of Jesus. Listen to the message
here

This Sunday, December 29, we think back and look ahead, and then pause at one of the
most helpful chapters in the Bible, Romans 12, in a message I will call “A Manual for
Christian Living.” We will narrow our focus to verses 11-12, and especially to the subject of

prayer
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http://milfordbaptist.org/audio/2024Dec22.mp3
http://milfordbaptist.org/audio/2024Dec22.mp3
http://milfordbaptist.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Milford-Baptist/138815192804611
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