Forever-Family Fellowship
We will teach and practice truth-
and-love relationships with
brothers-sisters in Christ that
must survive/thrive in the
present because we believe that
these relationships will last
forever

All-Week-Long Worship

As the local body of believers
gathers each Sunday for worship,
we will inspire a worship
experience for all age groups
that will travel with you all week
long. What we do on Sunday will
assist you in your singing, in your
praying, in your devotion, and in
your witness.

Conversely, it is as you worship all-
week-long that you will be
prepared to enter into gathered
worship on Sunday.

Day-to-Day Discipleship

As followers of Christ, we are
disciples every single day. Respect
for and commitment to Scripture is
essential. We will show you how
to interact with and respond to
God's Word, both as individuals,
and in groups.

Moment-by-Moment
Mission

God, the Architect of the world and
of our lives arranges appointments
and interruptions. Each of us is
called to represent His Son for the
glory of His Name. We will
cultivate a mind-set for moment-
by-moment mission, whether
close to home, or far away.

On the Same Page

“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will
save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole
world, and forfeit his soul?” (Mark 8:35-36)

Existential

We have heard the word “existential,” or, “existential threat” quite a
bit in the news lately with regard to the upcoming election. One side
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believes that the election of the opposing party’s candidate would
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pose an “existential threat,” but it is not clear what exactly is the risk,
or even the meaning of the word.

True to form, this article is not designed to favor one candidate or the
other. Our purpose is to think a bit theologically about what is and
what is not actually existential.

Biblically, I would point to three events that are existential. The first
is the creation of the world by God, including the heavens and the
earth, the waters and dry land, the plants and animals, and yes,
mankind. We owe our existence to this act, and therefore it is an
existential act from our point of view. God had existence apart from
creation, but we did not.

The second existential event is in the future, and we can call it
“Judgment Day.” It is not that some part of mankind will go out of
existence based on the verdict of that day (though some would like to
believe that), but the categories that are attached to the verdict are
two: condemnation, or justification; continuing into eternity under
the curse, or enjoy the blessing of God’s favor forever. Though
existence is not in question, one’s experience of that existence is
determined at that time, and without any hope of future remedy:.
One’s experience of existence is one of the ways that the word
“existential” is used.

In between Creation and Judgment there was another event that
brings focus and fulfillment to the first two events: the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Jesus, the eternal Son of God and intimately
involved in creation will also be critical at the time of judgment as
well, since each human’s response to Jesus will be determinative of his/
her future relation with God. Have you bowed to Jesus’ authority and
believed in His work and His words? Is He your Savior and Lord? It is
an existential question.

When we as Christians frame the word “existential” in this way, in my
opinion, it reduces arguments about other so-called existential threats
as rather silly. If Nebuchadnezzar, the most powerful man in the world
in his day, could be reduced by God to a madman who ate grass like a



cow, those who would have claimed him to be an existential threat would have been thoroughly wrong.
When Scripture says that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38-39), then the outcome of
human exercises and human prognostications may be interesting and important, but so long as God is
on the throne and we remember the wonders of Creation and Judgment and the Cross and the Empty
Tomb, we can, as Scripture says, risk losing our lives for Jesus’ sake and the Gospel’s, and save our lives
(Mk 8:35). If not, we may “gain the whole world, but forfeit one’s own soul” (Mark 8:36).

It seems that other than what God has revealed as existential, we have little knowledge of the
gravity of other events. Red lines are drawn for a reason, but we don’t really know what would happen
when those red lines are crossed. If the world’s temperature, however it is measured, climbs above a
critical point, we don’t know for sure how critical it will be. We never know how good, or how bad the
new coach of our favorite team will be; or how a judge or Supreme Court justice will render decisions,
or even how a President will perform under pressure. We just do not know:

But the consequence of using a serious word, like “existential,” in silly ways only serves to devalue its
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proper use. In any case, God is still on the throne, and it is existentially the only throne that matters.

Union With Christ by Rankin Wilbourne

For you to want the new mindset Christ offers and the new identity it confers, you
have to see it in sharp contrast, even collision, with the mindset you’ve previously
been living under. You have to see it as a more attractive, more compelling option.

Notes:
Sunday school classes for adults and youth meet each week at 10 a.m.

Time change (Fall back); Lord’s Table service (11 a.m.); American House service
(3 p.m.) this Sunday, November 3

Ladies Bible Study is meeting on Tuesdays, 10 a.m., studying Colossians.
Saturday, Nov 9, 5 p.m., Thanksgiving Gathering - please sign up in lobby

Sunday, Nov 17 - Samaritan’s Purse Christmas Boxes due date

Weekly Worship @ 11:00 a.m.

This Sunday, November 3, we “fall back” to our Lord’s Table series called “Gospel
Conversations.” This week we will listen in on Jesus’ conversation with the man with the long-
term illness as the pool of Bethesda, from John 5:1-15, called, “Do you Wish to Get Well?”

Last Sunday, October 27, we continued our series and considered the Bible’s presentation of
Christ, called “Jesus our Savior.” Listen to the message here

Milford Baptist Website Milford Baptist Facebook



https://readwise.io/review/steve63/089159ab-b7df-4c78-b8aa-ff7728d14f7a?highlight=27193989&from=3
http://milfordbaptist.org/audio/2024Oct27.mp3
http://milfordbaptist.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Milford-Baptist/138815192804611
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