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Forever-Family Fellowship
We will teach and practice truth-
and-love relationships with
brothers-sisters in Christ that
must survive/thrive in the
present because we believe that
these relationships will last
forever

All-Week-Long Worship

As the local body of believers
gathers each Sunday for worship,
we will inspire a worship
experience for all age groups
that will travel with you all week
long. What we do on Sunday will
assist you in your singing, in your
praying, in your devotion, and in
your witness.

Conversely, it is as you worship all-
week-long that you will be prepared
to enter into gathered worship on
Sunday.

Day-to-Day Discipleship

As followers of Christ, we are
disciples every single day. Respect
for and commitment to Scripture is
essential. We will show you how
to interact with and respond to
God's Word, both as individuals,
and in groups.

Moment-by-Moment
Mission

God, the Architect of the world and
of our lives arranges appointments
and interruptions. Each of us is
called to represent His Son for the
glory of His Name. We will
cultivate a mind-set for moment-
by-moment mission, whether
close to home, or far away.

' On the Same Page

“What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the

faithfulness of God? By no means!”
(Romans 3:3—4 ESV)

God Does Not Revert to the Mean

I marked Romans 3:3 as one of the critical questions of the
Bible: “What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the
faithfulness of God?” Let me point out a rather obvious point in this
verse: there is a difference between “faithlessness” and
“faithfulness.” The old hymn does not sing “Great is thy
faithlessness,” but rather, “Great is Thy faithfulness.” It is a part of
God’s character, to be faithful, and He never acts out of character.

Second, let me just mention the phrase the title, reversion to the
mean, or, regression to the mean. I am not an expert in statistics,
but I read that outliers will normally be followed by instances which
are more in line with what is “normal” or “average.” Another way of
stating this phrase is that there is a “reversion to mediocrity.” We
can now put the title and the verse together.

God is always faithful. There is no “mean” toward which He
could revert, because perfect faithfulness and reliability is His rule.
It is more than “normal.” It is an always, never-interrupted

faithfulness.

So why would anyone every question God’s faithfulness? I believe it
would be because we forget that God’s faithfulness is not like
our faithfulness, which is often marked by faithlessness. We
“revert to the mean” over and over again, against our best
intentions, and we fall away from faithfulness. Further, when we find
unfaithfulness in ourselves, we expect that God might respond in
kind, as if God in heaven would say, “Well then, if you are going to
be like that, then I just might be like that as well. What we are
supposing of God is that He will respond in kind to us. Why?
Because that is what we do toward others.

But God is not like us. He is not subject to this law of statistics,
the reversion to the mean, because He has no mean. He simply is,
and what He is is perfect, in all things, and in faithfulness.

But what about us? What does it say about us when our faithfulness
looks a lot more like faithlessness? For one thing, it says that we are
sinners. Even sinners saved by grace are still sinners, and when we
commit a sin, our faithfulness is necessarily marred. Perhaps our
standard over time becomes compromised, so that we have a few
good days of faithfulness, and then many “normal” days when, well,
we revert to mediocrity when it comes to faithfulness. Is this the
way it should be? No.

We are saved by grace. Therefore we should be gracious. We are
saved through the instrumentality of faith. Therefore we should be



faithful. We serve the God of truth. Therefore we should not lie. We trust the promises of God.
Therefore, we should not worry. But we do worry and we do lie and we are less than faithful and are often
not very gracious. How can this be in those who are given refashioned hearts that are being crafted into
conformity with the character of Christ? How can those who have been taken hold of by Christ be so
unlike Him so often? There is not really a satisfactory answer. Sin in the life of a Christian is a real
problem. It reveals that the child of God has trivialized the sacrifice of Christ which bought him out
from under sin’s penalty and power, as though what Jesus did for us on the cross carries little weight in our
behaviors and reactions.

The “excuse” that we have is that we live distant from Christ. We are not “abiding,” to use a good Bible
word. We may have one “Christ” in our life, but many lords - one Lord Jesus Christ, but many others
“lords” that we follow when it comes to resentment or anger or jealousy. We profess that we have “closed
with Christ,” to use an old Puritan phrase, but we still seem very open to ungodly influences. We then
“revert to the mean,” just like others, many of whom don’t even claim to know Christ or to have been set
free by the Gospel.

Our reversion is not to be to the mean, but to Christ. As outliers in this world, we are not to
become more like “normal” humanity, but rather to become more like Jesus, perfectly faithful Jesus, who
will remain faithful to us even when we are not.

Reappearing Church by Mark Sayers

Renewal comes when we are sickened by our false gods and the broken promises
of our impotent idols and ideologies. When we are shattered by our striving and
pathetic attempts at saving ourselves, we fall into the arms of Christ to be
remade without caveats and compromises

Notes:
Sunday school meets weekly with classes for adults and children.

Our Ladies Bible Study is set to begin September 10, 10 a.m., studying Paul’s letter to
the Colossians.

Thank you, once again, to all who helped and participated in our efforts last weekend
to host and greet guests associated with Milford Memories.

Weekly Worship @ 11:00 a.m.

Last Sunday, August 11, we came to a true crisis and decisive inflection
point in Jacob’s walk with God, when Jacob wrestles all night long with the

N mysterious “Man” who marks Jacob for the rest of his life, but who also blesses
\ e him forever. I've called this message from Genesis 32:24-32 “Wrestling with
' {”’ Wf/v God.” Listen to the message here.

This Sunday, August 18, we watch as Jacob encounters brother Esau after
so many years, and we think about “Reconciliation,” the title of this
message from Genesis 33. Conversations.” Listen to the message here.
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https://readwise.io/review/steve63/9fe872a2-3fc6-4880-9e45-8784634f3c85?highlight=55332059&from=3
http://milfordbaptist.org/audio/2024Aug04.mp3
http://milfordbaptist.org/audio/2024Aug04.mp3
http://milfordbaptist.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Milford-Baptist/138815192804611
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